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Beauty and the Beak: How Science, 
Technology, and a 3D-Printed Beak Rescued 
A Bald Eagle 
Author:  Deborah Lee Rose & Jane Veltkamp 
Publisher:  Persnickety Press 
Publication Date: August 27, 2017  
ISBN:  978-1943978281  
Grade Level: 3-5  
 
Description 
Beauty, the wild bald eagle made world news when she was illegally 
shot, rescued, and received a pioneering, 3D-printed prosthetic beak. The book includes expanded 
information about bald eagles as a top predator species, their near extinction in most of the U.S., their 
successful reintroduction back into the wild, and efforts to conserve this critical raptor species today. 
 
Themes 
3D Printing, Bald eagles, Conservation, Eagles, North American wildlife, Raptors, Wildlife Rescue 
 
Author Information 
Deborah Lee Rose is an internationally published, award-winning author of many beloved childrenôs 
books. She also served as Director of Communications for Lindsay Wildlife Experience, which includes 
the first wildlife rehabilitation hospital established in the U.S. Visit her website at deborahleerose.com. 

Jane Veltkamp is a raptor biologist and rehabilitator, wildlife educator, trained nurse, and master 
falconer. Jane is founding director of Birds of Prey Northwest in Idaho, which provides medical 
treatment and rehabilitation to thousands of injured birds of prey. Visit her website at 
birdsofpreynorthwest.org 

Discussion Questions 
1. Beauty was hurt by humans, but also rescued by humans. What are some other positive and 

negative consequences of human interactions with wildlife? 

2. What does ñconservationò mean? What everyday activities can we do to be conservationists? 
3. How has new technology affected wildlife rescue? Can you think of other ways technology 

solves difficult problems?  
4. The team that built Beauty a new beak was made up of many different people with unique skills, 

jobs, and opinions. This is called diversity. What is the benefit of diversity in teams? 
5. The bald eagle is the national bird of the United States of America and the California gull is the 

Utah state bird. What bird would you choose to represent or symbolize your family, friends, or 
classroom? 

 

 

 

 



 

Activities 
1. Visit https://www.dceaglecam.org/ to see a live and healthy eagle nest in Washington D.C. at 

the United States National Arboretum. óMr. Presidentô and óThe First Ladyô are a pair of mated 
bald eagles who have returned to this nest for many years. Another eagle cam is located in 
Decorah, IA and you can view this active nest at http://www.ustream.tv/decoraheagles.  

2. Invite a conservation or rescue group to visit your home, classroom, or library. Organizations 
vary in program and price--ranging from free to a few hundred dollars. See individual websites 
for more details. The following are examples of organizations from all over Utah. 

ƺ Wild Aware Utah (Free within 75 miles of Hogle Zoo). Visit 
http://www.wildawareutah.org/free-resources/teachers/ 

ƺ Tracy Aviary ($60 within 50 miles of park) Visit 
http://tracyaviary.org/school-community-programs/ 

ƺ Great Basin Wildlife Rescue (charges ñmodest feesò for programs). Visit 
http://greatbasinwildlife.net/Education/edprograms.html 

ƺ Hawkwatch International. A raptor rescue and education group. Visit 
https://hawkwatch.org/learn/educational-programs/school-programs 

ƺ Southwest Wildlife ñBirds of Preyò education program. Visit 
http://www.gowildlife.org/events/birds-of-prey-program/  

3. Read the ñNestò section of Beauty and the Beak and build a life-size eagle nest from paper or 
blankets. It should be 6-8 feet wide! 

4. Using butcher paper, draw life-size eagles and other raptors to compare their wingspans. 
Explain that the larger the wingspan, the higher and longer the raptor can glide. 

ƺ Bald Eagle: 6-7 feet 
ƺ Peregrine Falcon: 2.5-4 feet 
ƺ American Kestrel: 2 feet 

ƺ Black vulture: 4.5-5.5 feet 
ƺ Red Kite: 5-5.5 feet 
ƺ Red-tailed Hawk: 3.5-4.5 feet 

5. Explore how 3D printing is being used to create prosthetic limbs for humans and animals. 
Research articles and pictures to show what has been and could be created. Then, design and 
print your own 3D printer projects. 3D printers are available at many public libraries, schools, 
universities, and maker labs. Search https://www.thingiverse.com/ for many free and interesting 
projects or use https://www.tinkercad.com/ , a free software, to design your own. 

 
More Resources 

1. Lesson plans about eagles for grades K-6. https://www.nationaleaglecenter.org/lesson-plans/ 
2. Short articles, pictures, and videos about bald eagles. 

https://kids.nationalgeographic.com/animals/bald-eagle 
3. General resources from the American Eagle Foundation. 

https://www.eagles.org/what-we-do/educate/learn-about-eagles/educational-resources/ 
4. Listen to Wild About Utah (a Utah Public Radio production) podcasts about eagles. 

http://wildaboututah.org/?s=eagles 

5. ñ7 Fun & Easy Lesson Plans To Jumpstart 3d Printing In Your Classroomò 
https://www.makerbot.com/media-center/2016/06/03/lesson-plans-steam-learning 

 

https://www.dceaglecam.org/
http://www.ustream.tv/decoraheagles
http://www.wildawareutah.org/free-resources/teachers/
http://tracyaviary.org/school-community-programs/
http://greatbasinwildlife.net/Education/edprograms.html
https://hawkwatch.org/learn/educational-programs/school-programs
http://www.gowildlife.org/events/birds-of-prey-program/
https://www.thingiverse.com/
https://www.tinkercad.com/
https://www.nationaleaglecenter.org/lesson-plans/
https://kids.nationalgeographic.com/animals/bald-eagle
https://www.eagles.org/what-we-do/educate/learn-about-eagles/educational-resources/
http://wildaboututah.org/?s=eagles


 

 

Similar Books 

ǒ Tortuga Squad: Kids Saving Turtles in Costa Rica by Cathleen Burnham 
ǒ The Eagles Are Back by Jean Craighead George 
ǒ Heroes of the Environment: True Stories of People Who Are Helping to Protect Our Planet by 

Harriet Rohmer  
ǒ Feathers, Not Just for Flying by Melissa Stewart 
ǒ My Book of Birds by Geraldo Valerio 

 
 
Related Materials 

ǒ The Eagle Huntress. 2017 DVD Runtime: 87 minutes 
ǒ Greatest Animal Stories by Michael Morpugo 
ǒ Cooper and Packrat: Mystery of the Eagleôs Nest. by Tamra Wight  

 



 

 
Pocket Full of Colors: The Magical World 
of Mary Blair, Disney Artist Extraordinaire 
Authors:  Amy Guglielmo and Jacqueline Tourville 
Illustrator: Brigette Barrager 
Publisher:  Atheneum Books for Young Readers 
Publication Date:  August 29, 2017 
ISBN:  978-1-48146-131-3  
Grade Level:  Kindergarten-Grade 3 
 
Description 
Mary Blair lived her life in color: vivid, wild color.From her 
imaginative childhood to her career as an illustrator, designer, and 
animator for Walt Disney Studios, Mary wouldn't play by the rules. 
At a time when studios wanted to hire men and think in black and white, Mary painted twinkling emerald 
skies, peach giraffes with tangerine spots, and magenta horses that could fly. She painted her world. 
 
Themes 
Animators, Artists, Biographies, Women Biographies 
 
Author Information 
Amy Guglielmo website: http://www.amyguglielmo.com/  
Jacqueline Tourville website: 
http://www.simonandschuster.com/authors/Jacqueline-Tourville/548773073  
Brigette Barrager website: http://brigetteb.com/about  
 

Discussion Questions 
1. How do you think Mary Blair felt being the only woman in her work field? 
2. What do you think makes Mary Blairôs illustrations unique? 
3. Compare and contrast creating book illustrations and creating illustrations for a book.  What 

challenges do you think an illustrator would face in each of those styles? 
4. Why do you think Mary Blairôs ideas were rejected? 
5. What impact did Mary Blairôs travels have on her illustrations? 

Activities 
1. Discuss the branding lessons that can be learned from ñItôs a Small Worldò and challenge kids to 

use the three keys to success in to brand a local business: 
https://www.americanexpress.com/us/small-business/openforum/articles/3-big-branding-lessons
-from-disneys-its-a-small-world/  

2. Itôs a Small World: Different Cultures Challenge- ñItôs a Small Worldò features 100 countries, 
challenge kids to watch a video of the ride and then give them five minutes to list as many 
countries as they can that were featured.  

 

http://www.amyguglielmo.com/
http://www.simonandschuster.com/authors/Jacqueline-Tourville/548773073
http://brigetteb.com/about
https://www.americanexpress.com/us/small-business/openforum/articles/3-big-branding-lessons-from-disneys-its-a-small-world/
https://www.americanexpress.com/us/small-business/openforum/articles/3-big-branding-lessons-from-disneys-its-a-small-world/


 

3. Make your own animation- http://www.abcya.com/animate.htm  
4. Mary Blair created the design of the ride ñItôs a Small Worldò by thinking about what materials 

kids would use to create each setting.  Provide kids with a list of countries and visual materials 
and then challenge them to create their own section of the ride either using illustrations or 
creating 3D models. 

5. Stikbot Animation- Use this kit to capture, edit, and share a stop motion film: 
https://www.amazon.com/Zing-Stikbot-Studio-Pro-Figure/dp/B017KV4UT8/ref=sr_1_3?ie=UTF8
&qid=1522537472&sr=8-3&keywords=stikbot+animation&dpID=51JRsJz1W5L&preST=_SX300
_QL70_&dpSrc=srch  

More Resources 
1. WBUR Radio Segment- http://www.wbur.org/artery/2016/02/15/mary-blair  
2. Mary Blair Gallery- http://magicofmaryblair.com/  
3. Disneyôs Nine Old Men- 

http://mentalfloss.com/article/79702/get-know-walt-disneys-nine-old-men  
 
Similar Books 

ǒ The Art and Flair of Mary Blair by John Canemaker 
ǒ Kid Artists: True Tales of Childhood from Creative Legends  by David Stabler 
ǒ Maya Lin by Jeanne Walker Harvey 
ǒ Viva Frida by Yuyi Morales 
ǒ The World is Not a Rectangle by Jeanette Winter 

 
Related Fiction 

ǒ The Dot by Peter H. Reynolds 
ǒ I Can Fly by Ruth Krauss 
ǒ Swatch: The Girl Who Loved Color by Julia Denos 
ǒ Walt Disneyôs Cinderella by Cynthia Rylant 

  

 

http://www.abcya.com/animate.htm
https://www.amazon.com/Zing-Stikbot-Studio-Pro-Figure/dp/B017KV4UT8/ref=sr_1_3?ie=UTF8&qid=1522537472&sr=8-3&keywords=stikbot+animation&dpID=51JRsJz1W5L&preST=_SX300_QL70_&dpSrc=srch
https://www.amazon.com/Zing-Stikbot-Studio-Pro-Figure/dp/B017KV4UT8/ref=sr_1_3?ie=UTF8&qid=1522537472&sr=8-3&keywords=stikbot+animation&dpID=51JRsJz1W5L&preST=_SX300_QL70_&dpSrc=srch
https://www.amazon.com/Zing-Stikbot-Studio-Pro-Figure/dp/B017KV4UT8/ref=sr_1_3?ie=UTF8&qid=1522537472&sr=8-3&keywords=stikbot+animation&dpID=51JRsJz1W5L&preST=_SX300_QL70_&dpSrc=srch
http://www.wbur.org/artery/2016/02/15/mary-blair
http://magicofmaryblair.com/
http://mentalfloss.com/article/79702/get-know-walt-disneys-nine-old-men


 

Ruth Bader Ginsburg: The Case of R.B.G. vs. 
Inequality 
Author: Jonah Winter 
Illustrator: Stacy Innerst 
Publisher:  Abrams Books for Young Readers 
Publication Date:  August 8, 2017 
ISBN:  978-1-41972-559-3  
Grade Level:  Kindergarten-Grade 3 
 
Description 
Structured as a court case in which the reader is presented with evidence 
of the injustice that Ginsburg faced, Ruth Bader Ginsburg is the true story 
of how one of America's most "notorious" women bravely persevered to 
become the remarkable symbol of justice she is today. 
 

Themes 
Judiasm, Law and Crime, Women Biographies 
 
Author Information 
Jonah Winter website: http://www.jonahwinter.com/  
Stacy Innerst website: http://www.stacyinnerst.com/stacyinnerst.com/Stacy_Innerst.html  
 

Discussion Questions 
1. Why do you think the author chose to present the story as a jury trial? 
2. What is anti-Semitism?  Do you think anti-Semitism still exists today? 
3. What does it mean for a Supreme Court justice to interpret the 

Constitution "loosely" or "strictly"? 
4. Why do you think the author describes Ruth Bader Ginsburg as a, 

ñSymbol for justice in Americaò? 
5. RBG worked for the American Civil Liberties Union (ACLU), what do 

you think civil liberties are? 

Activities 
1. American Judicial System crossword- 

https://archive.nytimes.com/www.nytimes.com/learning/teachers/xwords/print/20020614.html  
2. Search famous supreme court cases using the Oyez database- https://www.oyez.org/  
3. Make a dissent lace collar- 

https://snapguide.com/guides/make-super-cute-peter-pan-collar-necklace/  
4. Simulation of a Supreme Court deliberation- 

http://www.uscourts.gov/educational-resources/educational-activities/supreme-court-activity  

 

http://www.jonahwinter.com/
http://www.stacyinnerst.com/stacyinnerst.com/Stacy_Innerst.html
https://archive.nytimes.com/www.nytimes.com/learning/teachers/xwords/print/20020614.html
https://www.oyez.org/
https://snapguide.com/guides/make-super-cute-peter-pan-collar-necklace/
http://www.uscourts.gov/educational-resources/educational-activities/supreme-court-activity


 

5. Supreme Court quiz- 
http://www.uscourts.gov/educational-resources/educational-activities/supreme-court-quiz-supre
me-court-activity  

 
More Resources 

1. Debate on whether female judges decide differently than male judges- 
https://www.nytimes.com/2009/06/04/us/politics/04women.html  

2. Nancy Drew and the Secret of the Three Black Robes- 
https://www.nytimes.com/2009/05/31/weekinreview/31murphy.html  

3. PBS Documentary, ñThe Supreme Courtò- 
https://utah.pbslearningmedia.org/collection/sup/#.WsEjaYgbM2w  

 
Similar Books 

ǒ Brave Girl: Clara and the Shirtwaist Makersô Strike of 1909 by Michelle Markel 
ǒ I Dissent: Ruth Bader Ginsburg Makes Her Mark by Debbie Levy 
ǒ A Lady Has the Floor: Belva Lockwood Speaks Out for Womenôs Rights by Kate Hannigan 
ǒ Malalaôs Magic Pencil by Malala Yousafzai 
ǒ Sonya Sotomayor: A Judge Grows Up in the Bronx by Jonah Winter 

 
Related Fiction 

ǒ The Breadwinner by Deborah Ellis 
ǒ Esperanza Rising by Pamela Mu¶oz Ryan 
ǒ The Girl Who Drank the Moon by Kelly Barnhill 
ǒ The Hired Girl by Laura Amy Schlitz 
ǒ Nancy Drew by Carolyn Keene 

  

 

http://www.uscourts.gov/educational-resources/educational-activities/supreme-court-quiz-supreme-court-activity
http://www.uscourts.gov/educational-resources/educational-activities/supreme-court-quiz-supreme-court-activity
https://www.nytimes.com/2009/06/04/us/politics/04women.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2009/05/31/weekinreview/31murphy.html
https://utah.pbslearningmedia.org/collection/sup/#.WsEjaYgbM2w


 

Six Dots: A Story of Young Louis Braille 
Author: Jen Bryant 
Illustrator: Boris Kulikov 
Publisher:  Abrams Books for Young Readers 
Publication Date:  August 8, 2017 
ISBN:  978-0-449-81338-6  
Grade Level:  Kindergarten-Grade 3 
 
Description 
Louis Braille was just five years old when he lost his sight. He was a 
clever boy, determined to live like everyone else, and what he wanted 
more than anything was to be able to read. Even at the school for the 
blind in Paris, there were no books for him. And so he invented his own 
alphabet--a whole new system for writing that could be read by touch. A 
system so ingenious that it is still used by the blind community today. 
 
Themes 
Biography, Disabled Persons, Inventions, Narrative Nonfiction 
 
Author Information 
Jen Bryant website: https://www.jenbryant.com/  
Boris Kulikov website: 
http://www.boriskulikov.com/booksCL.html  
 
Discussion Questions 

1. Why was Louisô invention of Braille so 
important? 

2. The Braille family showed courage and 
empathy toward Louis.  Do you think that was 
unusual? 

3. Do you think Braille should be included on the 
list of great inventors? 

4. How did Brailleôs love of reading influence him? 
5. Do you think Helen Keller would have been 

able to learn to read and write without the 
invention of Braille? 

Activities 
1. Braille exploration- Kids will be challenged to 

explore a public building and find as many signs as they can that include Braille  
2. Coding using Braille- https://www.stem.org.uk/resources/elibrary/resource/36081/braille  

 

https://www.jenbryant.com/
http://www.boriskulikov.com/booksCL.html
https://www.stem.org.uk/resources/elibrary/resource/36081/braille


 

3. LEGO Braille Activity- 
http://jdaniel4smom.com/2017/06/lego-braille-alphabet-activity-three-blind-mice.html?utm_medi
um=social&utm_source=pinterest&utm_campaign=tailwind_tribes&utm_content=tribes  

More Resources 
1. Invention of Braille video- https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8hzPIKmCHUA  
2. Louis Braille and the Night Writer- 

https://www.historytoday.com/stephen-bertman/louis-braille-and-night-writer  
3. Louis Braille biography- http://braillebug.afb.org/louis_braille_bio.asp  
4. Who invented the Braille system? - 

https://www.kidsdiscover.com/quick-reads/who-invented-the-braille-system/  
 
Similar Books 

ǒ DK Braille: Animals by DK 
ǒ Helenôs Big World by Doreen Rappaport 
ǒ Leonardo da Vinci by Kathleen Krull 
ǒ Noah Webster and His Words by Jeri Ferris 
ǒ Out of Darkness: The Story of Louis Braille by Russell Freedman 

Related Fiction 
ǒ The Black Book of Colors by Menena Cottin 
ǒ Knots On a Counting Rope by Bill Martin Jr. 
ǒ The Patch by Justina Chen Headley 
ǒ The Seeing Stick by Jane Yolen 
ǒ Through Grandpaôs Eyes by Patricia MacLachlan 

  

 

http://jdaniel4smom.com/2017/06/lego-braille-alphabet-activity-three-blind-mice.html?utm_medium=social&utm_source=pinterest&utm_campaign=tailwind_tribes&utm_content=tribes
http://jdaniel4smom.com/2017/06/lego-braille-alphabet-activity-three-blind-mice.html?utm_medium=social&utm_source=pinterest&utm_campaign=tailwind_tribes&utm_content=tribes
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8hzPIKmCHUA
https://www.historytoday.com/stephen-bertman/louis-braille-and-night-writer
http://braillebug.afb.org/louis_braille_bio.asp
https://www.kidsdiscover.com/quick-reads/who-invented-the-braille-system/


 

Give Bees a Chance   
Author:  Bethany Barton  
Publisher:  Viking Books for Young Readers 
Publication Date:  2017 
ISBN:  0670016942 
Grade Level:  Preschool ï 3 
 
Description 
In this nonfiction picture book an enthusiastic bee-loving narrator tries to 
convince a bee-phobic friend that our fuzzy, flying neighbors are our 
friends--we should all give bees a chance!. 
 
Themes 
Bees, Honeybees, Life Cycles, Swarming, Bee Culture 
 
Author Information 
Bethany Barton had been stung by three bees in her lifetime, but still wishes she could give bees hugs. 
She lives and works in Los Angeles with her rad husband (named Mike), their awesome son (named 
Leo), and a vegetable garden full of bees and spiders (all named Lucille). Learn more at 
http://www.bethanybarton.com/ 
 
Discussion Questions 

1. Did this book convince you that bees are important? Why? Or Why not? 
2. Why are bees disappearing? What can we do keep this from happening? 
3. Do you know someone who dislikes bees? Do you think this book would change her or his 

mind? 
4. Since bees are awesome pollinators, what can we do to help them do their jobs? 
5. How can we give bees a chance? 

Activities 
1. Do you know that the Salt Lake City Public Libraryôs Main 

Library keeps bees? They do! Visit the library and see the 
beehives. If you come in the fall for the Honey Harvest 
program, you can even taste the honey. http://slcpl.org/ 

2. Click here for a fun bee craft, 
https://www.education.com/activity/article/spring-spring/  

3. Invite a beekeeper to visit your library, school or home. 
http://www.utahbeekeepers.com/  

4. STEAM activity: How to make honeycomb cells: 
http://www.cutoutfoldup.com/943-beehive-cells.php 

5. Parachute Play: Busy Bees ï 
https://www.biggamehunters.co.uk/acatalog/The-Parachute-Game-535.html  

 

 

http://www.bethanybarton.com/
http://slcpl.org/
https://www.education.com/activity/article/spring-spring/
http://www.utahbeekeepers.com/
http://www.cutoutfoldup.com/943-beehive-cells.php
https://www.biggamehunters.co.uk/acatalog/The-Parachute-Game-535.html


 

 
 
More Resources 

1. https://onlinelibrary.utah.gov/research/utah_symbols/insect.html 
2. http://ag.utah.gov/learn-ag/50-plants-and-pests/hay-grain-seed/264-beekeeping-clubs.html 
3. https://digitalcommons.usu.edu/cgi/viewcontent.cgi?referer=https://duckduckgo.com/&httpsredir

=1&article=2044&context=extension_curall  
 
 
Similar Books 

ǒ Iôm Trying to Love Spiders by Bethany Barton 
ǒ In the Trees, Honey Bees by Lori Mortensen 
ǒ National Geographic Bees by Laura Marsh 
ǒ Bees: A Honeyed History by Piotr Socha 
ǒ The Bee Book by Charlotte Milner  

 
Related Fiction 

ǒ Bee: A Peek-Through Picture Book by Britta Teckentrup 
ǒ Are You a Bee? By Judy Allen 
ǒ Bee & Bird by Craig Frazier 
ǒ The Monkey and the Bee by C.P. Bloom 
ǒ Please Please the Bees by Gerald Kelley 

 
  

 

https://onlinelibrary.utah.gov/research/utah_symbols/insect.html
http://ag.utah.gov/learn-ag/50-plants-and-pests/hay-grain-seed/264-beekeeping-clubs.html
https://digitalcommons.usu.edu/cgi/viewcontent.cgi?referer=https://duckduckgo.com/&httpsredir=1&article=2044&context=extension_curall
https://digitalcommons.usu.edu/cgi/viewcontent.cgi?referer=https://duckduckgo.com/&httpsredir=1&article=2044&context=extension_curall


 

The Kid From Diamond Street: 
The Extraordinary Story of Baseball Legend 
Edith Houghton  
Author:  Audrey Vernick 
Publisher:  Clarion Books 
Publication Date:  2016 
ISBN:  0544611632 
Grade Level:  Preschool - 3 
 
Description 
Beginning in 1922, when Edith Houghton was only ten years old, she tried 
out for a womenôs professional baseball team, the Philadelphia Bobbies. Though she was the smallest 
on the field, soon reporters were talking about ñThe Kidò and her incredible skill, and crowds were 
packing the stands to see her play. 
 
Themes  
Houghton, Edith, -- 1912-2013 -- Juvenile literature. 
Baseball players -- United States -- Juvenile literature. 
Women baseball players -- United States -- Juvenile literature. 
 
Author Information 
Audrey grew up in Whitestone, New York, where she lived with her parents and two sisters and a not 
very bright small white dog. She has a freaky memory about the names of the kids in her class at P.S. 
184Q, and even remembers where most of them stood in size order.  Learn 
more at http://www.audreyvernick.com/  

Discussion Questions 
1. How would it feel being on a team with only grownups? 
2. What are the positive and negative aspects of playing sports? 
3. Are things better for girls and women in sports today? 
4. What can you learn by traveling to different countries? 
5. Is baseball just for boys and men? 

Activities 
1. Play indoor baseball at home, at the library, at school! 

Materials  
Empty gift-wrap roll  
Balloon  

Directions 
Play baseball with an inflated balloon and an empty gift-wrap 
roll. Take turns hitting, throwing, and running bases.  

 
2. Edith Houghton turns 100 video Celebrate ñThe Kidôsò birthday, have cake and play baseball! 
3. Baseball craft, http://www.littlefamilyfun.com/2014/04/baseball-lacing-activity-for-kids.html  

 

http://www.audreyvernick.com/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=cI2s8T70HLI
http://www.littlefamilyfun.com/2014/04/baseball-lacing-activity-for-kids.html


 

4. Play baseball backwards! 
https://lifestyle.howstuffworks.com/crafts/seasonal/spring/baseball-activities2.htm  

More Resources 
1. http://www.aagpbl.org/index.cfm  
2. https://baseballhall.org/education/curriculum/dirt-on-their-skirts-intermediate 
3. https://baseballhall.org/  

 
Similar Books 

ǒ She Loved Baseball: The Effa Manley Story by Audrey Vernick 
ǒ Curveball: The Remarkable Story of Toni Stone, the First Woman to Play Professional Baseball 

in the   Negro League by Martha Ackmann 
ǒ Queen of the Diamond: The Lizzie Murphy Story by Emily Arnold McCully 
ǒ Bloomer Girls: Women Baseball Pioneers by  Debra A Shattuck 
ǒ Mo'ne Davis: Remember My Name: My Story from First Pitch to Game Changer by  Mo'ne 

Davis 

Related Fiction 
ǒ Joy in Mudville by Bob Raczka 
ǒ Catching the Moon: The Story of a Young Girl's Baseball Dream by Crystal Hubbard 
ǒ Softball Surprise (Jake Maddox Girl Sports Stories) by Jake Maddox 
ǒ Girl Wonder: A Baseball Story in Nine Innings by  Deborah Hopkinson 
ǒ Anybody's Game: The Story of the First Girl to Play Little League Baseball by Heather Lang 

  

 

https://lifestyle.howstuffworks.com/crafts/seasonal/spring/baseball-activities2.htm
http://www.aagpbl.org/index.cfm
https://baseballhall.org/education/curriculum/dirt-on-their-skirts-intermediate
https://baseballhall.org/


 

Moto and Me: My year as a Wildcat’s Foster 
Mom 
Author:  Suzi Eszterhas 
Publisher:  Owlkids Books 
Publication Date:  2017 
ISBN:  9781771472425 
Grade Level:  7-10 yrs. 
 
Description 
Moto and Me tells the remarkable firsthand story of wildlife photographer 
Suzi Eszterhasôs care for an orphaned baby servalða small, spotted 
wildcatðin Kenya. When a grass fire separates the serval from his family, a ranger asks Suzi, who is 
living in a bush camp and is skilled with animals, to be the servalôs foster mom. 

Themes 
Animals, Wildcats, Serval, Africa, African Wild Animals, Bush Camp, Kenya, Foster Mom, 
Photographer, Wildlife Rescue, Conservation, Rehabilitation, Science and Nature 
 
Author Information 
Suzi Eszterhas is an award-winning wildlife photographer best known for her work documenting 
newborn animals and family life in the wild. Suzi's unique ability to earn the trust of her subject leads to 
touching imagery including groundbreaking work with tiger cubs at a den in India, newborn cheetahs on 
the African savanna, and brown bear cubs seeing the world for the first time in the Alaskan wilderness. 
Her photographs have been published in over 100 magazine cover and feature stories in publications 
such as TIME, Smithsonian, BBC Wildlife, GEO, Popular Photography, Ranger Rick, and National 
Geographic Kids. Learn more at https://www.suzieszterhas.com/index  
. 
Discussion Questions 

1. How is raising a wild animal different from a domestic animal? 
2. What would you do if you saw a wild baby animal? Do you think the tourists did the right thing?  
3. Why was Suzi chosen as a foster mom? 
4. How does the author help Moto become independent? 

Activities 
1. Easy to make animal toy https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wdmfwykPPRU  
2. Pick an animal and write 5 tips on foster care for that animal 
3. Use a camera to photograph animals that you find all around 

you 
4. Play charades. As one child imitates a pet, the other children 

guess the name of the pet and what the pet is doing. The first 
child to answer correctly has a turn next. 

5. Easy cat craft  
6.  

 

https://www.suzieszterhas.com/index
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wdmfwykPPRU


 

More Resources 
1. Girls Who Click http://girlswhoclick.org/home/get-involved/#more-1742 ï take a free 

photography course 
2. Foster an animal https://slco.org/animal-services/get-involved/foster/  
3. Career in the field https://www.paws.org/library/wildlife/become-a-rehabilitator/  
4. Serval Resources http://cats.animal-world.com/ExoticCats/AfricanServal.php#Activities  

 
Similar Books 

ǒ Finding Winnie: the True Story of the Worldôs Most Famous Bear by Lindsay Mattick 
ǒ Champ by Ellen Miles 
ǒ Chiquitaôs Children: Teaching Children about Foster Families by Jan Wolff 
ǒ A Boy Called Bat by Elana Arnold 
ǒ Cloverôs Luck by K. George  

 
Related  

ǒ If Sharks Disappeared by Lily Williams 
ǒ Saving Yasha: The Incredible True Story of an Adopted Moon Bear by Lia Kvatum 
ǒ Christian the Lion: Based on the True Story of Anthony Bourke, John Rendall, and Christian the 

Lion by Anthony Bourke 
ǒ Beauty and the Beak: How Science, Technology, and a 3D-Printed Beak Rescued a Bald Eagle 

by Deborah Lee Rose 
  

 

http://girlswhoclick.org/home/get-involved/#more-1742
https://slco.org/animal-services/get-involved/foster/
https://www.paws.org/library/wildlife/become-a-rehabilitator/
http://cats.animal-world.com/ExoticCats/AfricanServal.php#Activities


 

Pedal Power: How One Community Became 
the Bicycle Capital of the World 
Author:  Allan Drummond 
Publisher:  Farrar, Straus and Giroux 
Publication Date:  2017 
ISBN:  0374305277  
Grade Level:  Preschool - 3 
 
Description 
Cycling rules the road in Amsterdam today, but that wasn't always the 
case. In the 1970's, Amsterdam was so crowded with vehicles that 
bicyclists could hardly move, but moms and kids relied on their bicycles 
to get around the city. PEDAL POWER is the story of the people who led protests against the unsafe 
streets and took over a vehicles-only tunnel on their bikes, showing what a little pedal power could do! 
 
Themes 
Bicycles -- Netherlands -- Amsterdam -- Safety measures -- Juvenile literature. 
City planning -- Netherlands -- Amsterdam -- Juvenile literature. 
Bicycles -- Netherlands -- Amsterdam -- Safety measures.  
 
Author Information 
Allan Drummond is the author and illustrator of many books, including Pedal Power, Energy Island and 
The Journey that Saved Curious George. He studied illustration at the Royal College of Art, London 
and lives in Suffolk, England. Learn more at http://allandrummond.com/ 

Discussion Questions 
1. In this story, cyclists break the law to make a stand for what they believe in. What are your 

thoughts about that? 
2. Have you protested against something you believe in? If so, what was it? If not, why not? 
3. Are there ways to make cycling safer in our communities? 
4. How is cycling healthy? 
5. How can you be seen and be safe on your bike? 

Activities 
1. Practice biking hand signals 

https://www.nhtsa.gov/sites/nhtsa.dot.gov/files/8009-handsignals.pdf  
2. Visit the Bicycle Collective, they have four Utah locations! https://bicyclecollective.org/shops 
3. Pick up a bike map at your local library. Find out where the closest bike path is to you. 
4. Make bike crafts http://www.crayola.com/crafts/bike-streamers--plates-craft/  
5. Go on a bike rack scavenger hunt in your community. Where are they? Does your community 

need more? If so, how can you advocate for change?  
 

 

 

http://allandrummond.com/
https://www.nhtsa.gov/sites/nhtsa.dot.gov/files/8009-handsignals.pdf
https://bicyclecollective.org/shops
http://www.crayola.com/crafts/bike-streamers--plates-craft/


 

More Resources 
1. https://bikeutah.org/youth-bicycle-education-program/ 
2. https://icsw.nhtsa.gov/people/injury/pedbimot/bike/kidsandbikesafetyweb/ 
3. https://slco.org/bicycle/advocacy/  
4. https://emmanuelsdream.weebly.com/ 

 
Similar Books 

ǒ Green City: How One Community Survived a Tornado and Rebuilt for a Sustainable Future by 
Allan Drummond 

ǒ  Emmanuel's Dream: The True Story of Emmanuel Ofosu Yeboah by Laurie Ann Thompson  
ǒ Simple Bike Maintenance: Time for a Tune-Up! (Spokes) by Lisa J. Amstutz 
ǒ Kids' Cycling Handbook: Tips, Facts and Know-How About Road, Track, BMX and Mountain 

Biking by Moira Butterfield 
ǒ Wheels of Change: How Women Rode the Bicycle to Freedom (With a Few Flat Tires Along the 

Way) by Sue Macy 
 

Related Fiction 
ǒ Duck on a Bike by David Shannon 
ǒ Everyone Can Learn to Ride a Bicycle by Chris Raschka 
ǒ The Best Bike Ride Ever by James Proimos  
ǒ Curious George Rides a Bike by H.A. Rey 
ǒ A Bike Like Sergio's by Maribeth Boelts  

  

 

https://bikeutah.org/youth-bicycle-education-program/
https://icsw.nhtsa.gov/people/injury/pedbimot/bike/kidsandbikesafetyweb/
https://slco.org/bicycle/advocacy/
https://emmanuelsdream.weebly.com/


https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8WIe9FUMYwk

