October 3, 2018 Facebook Post!
It's WASATCH WEDNESDAY! Featuring the Old Tabernacle, or the first Wasatch LDS Stake
Center. It was built 1887-1889 It is now Heber City Justice Court and City Offices. (100 N and Main
Street)
It is said that sometimes you can hear the pioneers singing in the building. People who have heard it
says it is 'comforting' and not spooky!
It was added to the National Register of Historic Places December 2, 1970
https://npgallery.nps.gov/AssetDetail/NRIS/70000633

Circa 1967

Circa 1967

"Interior of the Wasatch Stake House as it was originally built. The floor was scrubbed and bleached with
home made soap. Home made carpets were laid down the aisles. Coal oil lamps hanging from the ceiling
furnished light. Pot bellied stoves in each of the four corners. There was balconies on both sides and the end.
Posts on either side to support the gallery which had three tiers of seats on different elevations. The stands had
three elevations of seats- the top row was always occupied by the stake presidency and the general authorizes.
The middle row by the high council and the lower row by the ward bishops"
The Wasatch County Chapter of the Daughters of the Utah Pioneers. Available copy for check out 979.2236
Mor

By 1887, Ten years after the [Wasatch] stake was organized, President Hatch realized the need for
a stake house or stake tabernacle. In that year he rallied the people to the cause and built the entire
structure with donated labor and materials. Cost of the building was more than $30,000 [About
$800,000 in today's money]. However, all donated their quota either in labor, material or cash and
the project went forward rapidly. Youngsters and some older people would save pennies and nickels
and when they accumulated 25 or 30 cents ,make a contribution to the project.
..... [...] The red sandstone was quarried by hand from the mountains east of Heber in Lake Creek.
The building was ready for dedication May 5, 1889 and Elder Francis M. Lyman of the Council of the
Twelve (apostles of the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-Day Saints) came for the dedication. An
item in the "Wasatch Wave" on May 4, 1889 noted the event as follows
"The stake House is finished and cleaned in beautiful style ready for dedication tomorrow.
Conference visitors are expected to clean their feet before entering the building and leave their
knives and pencils and tobacco at home. "
Taken From "How Beautiful Upon the Mountains" page pg 47-48, 1963 The Wasatch County chapter
f the Daughters of the Utah Pioneers
Wasatch Stake Tabernacle, Heber City Utah. In 1859, Several families left Provo, Utah and
established Heber City, Wasatch County. The little town was named after President Heber C.
Kimball [ An early Apostle of the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-Day Saints]. During the period of
1887-1889 the Wasatch Stake Tabernacle was constructed in Heber City. It was built of local
sandstone in a manner similar to tabernacles in Manti and Moroni, Utah .
A 1968 booklet "Utah Catalogue Historic American, Building Survey reads: " Coursed red sandstone,
rectangular with projecting bell tower at from, 50' x 95' 6" gabled roof. Windows alternate with
buttresses at sides and ends, square tower is topped by a louvered belfry with convex hipped roof
stamped metal coverings.
The tabernacle was built by Henry Clegg Jr. Stone mason and bishop in Heber...
An effort was made to demolish the unused tabernacle, but it met with such objections that the
building was sold to the objectors.
from "Pioneer" page 24 ,Vol 53, No 4, 2006
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